. N
November/December 2008

Official Publication of the
American Land Title Association

wot-Mike Pryor
”I Sell'Title Insurance”

e, Inside This Issue:

gy Building Grasstops Advocacy

Consume} Education Begins with the Customer
ALTA Convention Coverage

The Last Word: First American CEO Parker Kennedy

Merrifielc
Permit # 6418



technology corner

Migrating Film Records
in Title Plants

Enhancing quality and preserving record context

after conversion.
BY ANDY WENGER

tle insurance companies con-
tinue to pursue the model of a
comprehensive, computerized
database of title information
for all properties. The goal of
this data collection is to provide rapid
access to a complete chain of title with
reliable and insurable information,
increasing service levels to clients and
mitigating losses due to errors and

omissions.

While in the process of creating
these databases, companies are con-
verting their old film back plant data
(e.g. lot books, geographic folders)
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to be accessible by their computer-
ized plant software. As companies
continue their film-based conversion
projects, consideration should be
given to maintaining the true value of
the archival film data by presenting

it as it was originally created, with all
the detail intact.

The Challenges With

Film Are Well Known
Microforms (microfilm, fiche,
aperture cards) are all well-known
technologies that have been used to
archive title records for over 50 years.
As an alternative to paper, film-based
media has proven more compact, less
costly, and more stable for long-
term archival purposes. While film
has well-known disadvantages when
compared to digital imaging, includ-
ing access time and cost, some of
the advantages of the film records
should not be lost in the conversion
to digital.

Two Important

Benefits of Film

Despite the challenges with film re-
cords, there are two qualities that film
records possess:

They are the complete records. All
too often traditional film-to-digital
solutions eliminate much of the con-
text of the records that film provides.

They are high-quality records. The
microfilm images themselves are
analog with a detail that equates to
a 1200 dpi jpg image. By converting
these film rolls to single-page 200 or
300 dpi bi-tonal tiffs, much of the
quality of the images can be lost.

New Solutions

Title insurance companies in the pro-
cess of searching for film-to-digital
solutions are finding solutions on the
market that are specifically designed
to convert these film archives. Rec-
ognizing that the complete migration
of data is necessary, these solutions
offer near-100 percent conversion
accuracy, preservation of the context
of information after conversion, and
greatly enhanced image quality of the
entire archive. Providing the exam-
iner all of the original record quality
can only enhance the accuracy of the
search results.

Conversion Accuracy & Quality
During the film-to-digital conversion
process, traditional content man-
agement image detection software
searches the output for detectable
images. In many cases, historical in-
formation is stored on old film that is
in a condition that negatively affects
this output. As a result, images are
often missed as part of the conversion
process. Most importantly, as part of
the conventional scanning process,






